Dear Kathy, 12/7/95 

The FBI has had a backlog of FOIA requests for yars but even with the 

work added by the Act that created the Assassinations Records Review Board I find it 

difficult to bolieve tliat the backlog^ is three years! 

From your letter referring to 800 pages it is clear they did a preliminary 

search and tliit what remains is the proedsing. I'll return to tliat. *ou ask my 

'l 

thoughts, I'd write your Senator Lieberman with copies of all communications both 
ways and ask Lieberman if it is the intention of the Congress that three years after 
receiving a request the FBI cannot even Indicate when they'll get around to comply in g 



with the law. 

We did discuss this some tine ago but I'vo forgotten the details, f I did not 
urge you to file duplicating requests witfo some field offices I should have. The FBI 
prtends all records are at FBIHQ but that is not true. There are many tliat do not leave 

A 

the field offices and there are also notataions on field office copies not on the copies 



they distribute. 

Almost all the information originates in the field offices so where Sidney 
was active is tho field office you should file a request witju lake New York City, Los 
Angeles, Washington, New Orleans Uie made that movie down there) and of the «£• offices 
abroad, know as^T" legate" for legal att ches, at the /east London nad B onn. I do not 
recall whether he made any in Italy but if he did much business there, include home. 



I do not know which offices covered Yugoslavia and India but fte made movies in those 
places, too. The Hew Haven FBI field office can tell you where they have Legats, or did 
then. 



The way it jt works, it is usually the office tliat generates the first record 
tliat becomes the’ 1 00 or Office of Origin. Usually all information goes to or comes from 
it. With Sidney it could liave been New York before it was ^os “ngeles, but perha]>s not. 
Tho records when you get any will indicate tliat ^ [hJ'h'j- 

If you did not know it he can ap/ar in other records. For example, w artha 
Dodd, daughter of our wartime ambassador to German, pre-war, lived with him for or while* 



She married Alfred K. St^/rn and under persecution they fled to Czechoslavakia. If the 
FBI vias keeping tabs on ^artha , which I am inclined to believe it wa3, ho 11 be in tliat 
files or those files. 

Both are dead and this lads to a proper ’eno^mpti on of botfTlFFOIA and the Pri- 
vacy Act* They are to withheld what can defame people* But people cannot be defamed under 
tho acts when they are doaa^* ^o you should at some point, and X suggest soon, give them 



a list of those you know are dem whose names may appear in the files* Do not begin ±h 

{/\At c 

with the Ste~rns* Brecht, for example* And be sure to send proof tliat 1 " 

^ A 

if you liave hot. 



is dead 



From the number they have on their letter you sent me I suspect tliat have 
started a new file for you. If you'll send mo their first letter to you perhaps I can 
be more helpful. But 1 tliink tliat if this is not the identical number you ought write 

Ji i u 

them and ask them if they are now claiming a backlogs of tliree yars. p < * 

<i ' 

If you write them afeain I suggest that you make it Clear that you wont all 
references to °idney , wlierever or however filed and of any and all sources. That may 
well require FBI referrals to oth(iV' agencies , like the CIA or State. 

A k 

You also want all "see" references . Like see 100-10010-10. I'm sure there is 
a fat Brecht file and tliat Sidney should be in it. ^ AM/- 

,J -’his applies to all requests if you file with the field offices, ^u should. 

live you asked the Army and the fje was in both if you did not know . 

And the CIA? Aside from tho interests it could have develops^ it inherited the 
OSS records and Sidney was in the OSS Presentation Branch, which the FBI seemingly 
considered a "red" hot bed. 

j 

Be prepare, when you get refords, for lies, distortions, presumptions, etc. 
along with truth and fact. 

And there is no telling who the FBI ^regarded as a great danger to tho country 
^idney associated with. luiywhfre, 

I really tliink you should try to get all that exists, particularly in the 
possible later interest of your girls the way the country is now going. I wish I could 
expect to still be here to go ov6~r it all with you when you get it but I grow weaker 
steadily. However, if I'm here and you get anytliing I'll take the time to see if I can 
be informative or helpful. 

If all tlie correspondence is not great, please send me all of it so I can 
be certain if they are playing tricks with you as I suspect they may be. Tliat could 
be because tho: some of the information may be njlebarrassing to them. 

If you have not made any requests of th*/field and Begat office and decide to, 
as I think you should, I urge you to do tliat as£ soon as you can. They do not have such 
backlogs. 4°^ not tell them you asked FBIHQ. If you do they'll send the records 
there for processing. If at some point they say there will be duplicates tell them that 

I 

all duplicates aro not necessarily identical and you 11 gladly pay the costs because 
you want cvenything. 

b ‘hile I have no knowledge of it or even any reason to suspect it I would not 
ignore the possibility tliat Sidney had some kind of association with one or more the 
FBI may have regarded as a Russian agent. Even may have been tliat in his business. 

doejnot appar in any of the records I've golien on myself althiugh from time 
/ ^ 
to time he lived with me. 



When 1 learned that the publishd'yliad forgotten to include the index I got a 



copy and I'm sorry I forgot to include it when i sent the book to you* ere it is* 
x t is unroad and uncorrected. I kno'v' that at ond p^oint it is a page heavy and then 
at another point two pages. They appear to liave eliminited two pages after it was 
oo^ it type. I've been abl^ toT^ar learn no tiling about that. But if what is sought is not 
on the page indexed it will be on the page or the second page befpro that. I was told this 
by others who have used it. 

If I did not tell you, after my heart operation I decided to use what time 
remains to me to make as much of a refiord as i can four our history. That lias been 
my purpose in the books since then, two published and at least four manuscripts besides 
those two. I have not ben able to sjbf^publish for two decades or I'd have more books 
6~ut. When gs/^nterest was expressed in HEVEU AGAIN! I sent the rough draft chapters 
up as I finished them, expecting immediate publication. I did not -s datn g ^editi^pg, 
although they did some# V/orse f and as a writer you* 11 appreciate thi3 f I had no time 
for outlining what x did. 1 just sat down and did it. That book was completed ^bout 
Thanksgiving time, 1992. x t was sat on feathat long. You'll see what x was able to add. 

By abandoning all literary concerns I've a/>out a million words for the record 
for $he future. As they are retyped on computers 1 give disks to friends in academe. 

You neber mentioned Jackie or °aroline. I was impressed by the first book 
Caroline coauthored. I never made any effort to interest any Kenndy in ©y work. But 
aflf cr reading book on the first amendment I sifet a xdrox of the book ms. you 
are rading to one who could, if he wanted to and she anted it, give it to her. 

The same two women have a new one out. I'vo not yet een it. But this does sug- 
gest to me’jhat she is doing as her father did, and more pWoer to her if sol 

After all the revisionism and the profitable literary whoring liistory will 
recolcL tliat there were two ^nnedy presidencies, the second beginning after' /.October , 
1962, and that beginning Ohat £btobdr he became one of our trul^ great. Depsite his 
•pe-e }jerso^R( life. I was the house guest of one of his lady friends and she was a fine 
pe son with whom ho could not have been more honest. If l'd been able to return to that 
part of the country (s^e is now dead, dying rather young) we were tcTluSlnake any oral 

history she v/as to put a~side for 75 years. I d not liave had a copy. 

.A - ■ -«• 

We have a ltter from Jackie or from her secretary about out 1 offer of emormous 
for the * J fcite Bouse easter-egg roll. We had geese. Their eggs are large and when 
they are double-yolked they can weigh 3/4 pound. I used toliave them, "“±1 harboiled them 
and we gave them to children's hospitals in Wasliington and Baltimore. x f I had more than 
that many 1 gave them to <sf hers. The little boy whose father was a butcher in a then 

famous Wasliinngton restaurant that was our c /stonier when we farmed attracted great 
attention with one one year. V /hen we had a surplus I offiered one to Jackie for 



her cliildren. I have no further ecollection but 1 tliink it was declined.With thanks. 

% the way, L il and 1 both declined an invitatuon to go to the w hite Hosue and 
be photogi’aphed with "’’ke after we ^on all the prizes we did in raising and cooking 
poultry. It was not that vie disliked X ke that much. We kndw more about Nixon 
than we wanted to know and would not be part of haWing him returned to the vice presidency. 

When J -il and I were discussing you letter she remembered some tiling I did not 
and you probably do not. 

Once she went up to ^|ew York with me and wliile I was in the city seeking 1 
publication she remained at jfairway ’■'lose. She was wearing a coat she had ccfrcheted. 
four mother like* /it so ^11 made one for her and one for you, witfo crocheted liats to 
go woth them. a o, if you gpie remember having a crdicheted coat when you were a little 
^irl, ly65-6, now you know how you had it. -4.1' s crocheting was excellent when she 
could do it. ^r knitting, too, , 

ClM^( 

What size id your husband? AA aybe I have one I've not worn he might be able 

■fe. U3e, a swab ter. £l i use to love to knit and I had so many swi{9ter3 ! I may have 
$ it ism J 

b most away but if he can ue one cold days, give mo liis size. % shirt size was 

16-3. jty it, 42-4. 

to/ rite the FBI Uu as X 3ug^*st abow'S and send a copy with a letter to ideberman 
unless one of yau lias a better connection with the °ungress. The FBI sometimes lie 3 to 
it, too. I've quito a collection of such letters. But sometimes they do what they 
should |jave done. 

^ur love to you all. 

Normally the FBI's clerical work is 

efficient. If they r ;avo given your request a new number that puts it at the bottom of 
the list it is not by accident. I'v^been stonewalled by the CIA that way but the FBI 
could not get away with tliat trick on me because I hd it in cofrt. 

You mention an interest in antiques. We've deeded three to local Hood College 
where all toy records and work will be. One is a cherry wliatnot that one of Lil's ances- 
ters on her father'.s side broughfover when he came with Cornwallis; ytne is a drop- 

1 eo| table made when wood was smoothed by glass, before planning mills were invented; and 
a dining-rojlan table with six leaves tliat had auxiliary legs dropping down if more than 
too leaves are used. It is not as old. The others came her with &kL Lil's ancestors. The 
dining-room table was made by a company tliat went out of business during the Civil War. 

She is related to both sides in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, to the first govei'nor 
of Maryland, and some were here a .aiting European arrivals. 




